
196 
LAWS OF THE THIRTY·THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY. [CB. 214 

PO'ratiO'n O'r assO'ciation shall fail to' furnish the said statement, the fact of 
such failure shall be prima facie evidence that such prO'perty was not sold 
O'r bO'ught in a legitimate manner, but was bO'ught in viO'latiO'n hereO'f. " 

SEC. 3. :Repea.l. That sectiO'n fO'rty-nine hundred seventy-five-h (4975.h) 
O'f the supplement to the code, 1907, be and the same is hereby repealed. 

ApprO'ved March 12, A. D. 1909. 

CHAPTER 214. 
HOUSES OF LEWDNESS, ASSIGNATION AND PROSTITUTION. 

S. F. 370. 

AN ACT to enjoin and abate houses of lewdness, assignation and prostitution, to declare 
the same to be nuisances, to enjoin the person or persons who conduct or maintain 
the same and the owner or agent of any building used for such purpose, and to assess 
a tax against the person maintaining said nuisance and against the building and owner 
thereof. [Additional to chapter. nine (9) of title twenty·four (XXIV) of the code, 
relating to offenses against chastity, morality and decency.] 

Be it enacted by· the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. :t(uisance-what constitutes. WhO'ever shall erect, establish, 
cO'ntinue, maintain, use, O'wn O'r lease any building, erection or place used for 
the purpO'se O'f lewdness, assignation O'r prostitutiO'n is guilty of a nuisance, 
and the building, erectiO'n or place, O'r the grO'und itself, in or upon which 
such lewdness, assignation O'r prO'stitutiO'n is cO'nducted, permitted O'r carried 
O'n, cO'ntinued O'r exists, and the furniture, fixtures, musical instruments and 
cO'ntents are alsO' declared a nuisance, and shall be enjO'ined and abated as 
hereinafter prO'vided. . . 

SEC. 2. May be enjoined. Whenever a nuisance is kept, maintained or 
exists, as defined in this act, the CO'unty attO'rney O'r -any citizen O'f the CO'unty 
may maintain an actiO'n in equity in the name O'f the state O'f Iowa UPO'n the 
relatiO'n of such CO'unty attorney O'r citizen, to perpetually enjO'in said nuisance, 
the person O'r persO'ns cO'nducting O'r maintaining the same, and the O'wner 
O'r agent O'f the building O'r grO'und UPO'n which said nuisance exists. In 
such actiO'n the cO'urt, O'r a judge in vacatiO'n, shall, UPO'n the presentation O'f 
a petitiO'n therefor alleging that the nuisance cO'mplained of exists, allO'w a 
temporary writ of injunctiO'n withO'ut bO'nd, if it shall be made to appear to 
the satisfaction O'f the court O'r judge by evidence in the fO'rm of affidavits, 
depO'sitiO'ns, oral testimO'ny or otherwise, as the cO'mplainant may elect, un­
less the CO'urt O'r judge, by previO'us order, shall have directed the fO'rm and 
manner in which it shall be presented. Three days' nO'tice in writing shllll 
be given the defendant of the hearing of the applicatiO'n, and if then cO'ntinued 
at his instance, the writ as prayed shall be granted as a matter of course. 
When an injunctiO'n has been granted, it shall be binding O'n the defendant 
thrO'n~hO'nt the judicial district in which it was issued, and any viO'lation of 
the provisiO'ns O'f injunctiO'n herein prO'vided shall be a. cO'ntempt as herein­
after provided. 

SEC. 3. Action to' enjoin. The actiO'n when brought shall be triable at the 
first term O'f cO'urt after due and timely service of the nO'tice has been given, 

. and in such action evidence O'f the general reputatiO'n O'f the place shall be 
admissable fO'r the purpO'se O'f prO'ving the existence of said nuisance. If 
the cO'mplaint is filed by a citizen, it shall not be dismissed except UPO'n a 
sworn statement made by the cO'mplainant and his attO'rney setting forth the 
reasons why the action shO'uld be dismissed, and the dismissal apprO'ved by 
the county attO'rney in writing O'r in open cO'urt. If the cour\ is O'f the O'pinion 
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that the action ought not to be dismissed, he may direct the county attorney 
to prosecute said action to judgment, and if the action is continued more 
than one term of court, any citizen of t,he cO'llDty or the county attorney 
may be substituted for the complaining party and prosecute said action to 
judgment. If the action is brought by a citizen and the court finds there was 
no reasonable ground or cause for said action, the costs may be taxed to 
such citizen. . 

SEc. 4. Violation of injunction. In case of the violation of any injunc­
tion granted under the provisions of this act, the oourt, or in vacation, a 
judge thereof, may summarily try and punish the offender. The proceed­
ings shall be commenced by filing with the clerk of the court an information 
onder oath, setting out the alleged facts constituting such violation, upon 
which the court or judge shall cause a warrant to issue, under which the 
defendant shall be arrested. The trial may be had upon affidavits, or either 
party may delY-and the production' and oral examination of the witnesses. A 
party found guilty of contempt under the provisions of this section shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than two hu,ndred nor more than one thousand 
dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not less than three nor more 
than six months, or by both fine and imprisonment. 

SEc. 5. Order of abatement-sa1.e of property--contempt. If ·the existence 
of the nuisance be established in an action as provided in this act, an order of 
abatement shall be entered as a part of the judgment in the case, which order . 
shall direct the removal from the building or place of all fixtures, furniture, 
musical instruments or movable property used in conducting the nuisance, 
and shall direct the sale thereof in the manner provided for the sale of 
chattels under execution, and the effectual closing of the building or plaee 
against its use for any purpose, and so keeping it closed ·for a period of one 
year, unless sooner released. If any person shall break and enter or use a 
building, erection or place so directed to be closed, he shall be punished as 
for contempt as provided in the preceding section. For removing and selling 
the movable property, the officer shall be entitled to charge and receive the 
l8D1.e fees as he would for levying upon and selling like property on execution, 
and for closing the premises and keeping them closed, a reasonable sum 
shall be allowed by the court. 

SEC. 6. Proceeds of saJ&-how applied. The proceeds of the sale of the 
personal property, as provided in the preceding section, shall be applied 
in payment of the costs of the action and abatement, and the balance, if any, 
shall be paid to the defendant. 

SEC. 7. Bond-release of property. If the owner appears and pays all 
costs of the proceeding, and files a bond with sureties to be approved by the 
clerk in the full value of the property, to be ascertained' by the court, or, in 
vaeation, by the clerk, auditor and treasurer of the county, conditioned that 
he will immediately abate said nuisance and prevent the same from being 
established or kept therein within a period of one year thereafter, the court, 
or, in vacation, the judge, may, if satisfied. of his good faith, order the premo 
ises closed under the order of abatement to 'be delivered to said owner, and 
said order of abatement cancelled so far as the same may relate to said 
property; and if the proceeding be an action in equity, and said bond be given 
and costs therein paid before judgment and order of abatement, the action shall 
be thereby abated as to said building only. The release of the property under 
the provisions of this section shall not release it from any judgment, lien, 
penalty, or liability to which it may be subject by law. 

SEC. 8. Permanent injunction-asse88ment of tax. Whenever a perma­
nent injunction issues against any person for maintaining a nuisance as herein 
defined, or against any owner or agent of the building kept or used for the 
purposes prohibited by this act, there shall be assessed against said building 
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and the ground upon which the same is located and against the person or 
persons maintaining said nuisance, and the owner or agent of said premises, 
a tax of three hundred dollars. The assessment of said tax shall be made 
by the assessor of the city, town or township in which the nuisance exists and' 
shall be made within three months from the date of the granting of the 
permanent injunction. In case the assessor fails or neglects to make said 
assessment, the same shall be made by the sheriff of the county, and a return 
of said assessment shall be made to the county treasurer. Said tax shall be 
a perpetual lien upon all property, both personal and real, used for the pur­
pose of maintaining said nuisance, and the payment of said tax sbU not 
relieve the person or building from any other penalties provided by law. The 
provisions of the law relating to the collection and distribution of the mulct 
liquor tax -shall go-vern in the collection and distribution of the tax herein 
prescribed in so far as the same are applicable, and not in conflict with the 
provisions of this act. 

Approved April 16, A. D. 1909. 

CHAPTER 215. 
UNMARRIED FEMALES UNDER EIGHTEEN PROHIBITED FROM LIVING OR ROOM· 

. ING IN HOUSES OF PROSTITUTION. 

S. F. 229. 

AN ACT to prohibit the living. boarding. stopping. or rooming of ullmarried females 
under the age of eighteen years in any house. buUding. or premises where prostitution, 
fornication. or concubinage is allowed' or practiced and providing punishment for the 
violation thereot. [AddItional to chapter nine (9) ot title twenty-tour (XXIV) otthe 
code. relating to offenses against chastity. morality and decency.] 

Be it enacted by the General A.ssembly of the State of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. What prohibited-penalty. Whoever, being the keeper ,of a 
house of prostitution, or assignation ho-use, building, or premises in this state 
where prostitution, fornication, or concubinage is allowed, or practiced, shall 
suffer or permit any unmarried female under the age of eighteen years to 
live, bo-ard, stop or room in such house, building, or premises, shall, on con­
viction. be imprisoned in the penitentiary not . less than one year nor more 
than five years . 

. Approved April 6, A. D. 1909. 

CHAPTER 216. 
DETENTION OR CONFINEMENT OF FEMALES BY FORCE OR INTIMIDATION FOR 

PURPOSES OF PROSTITUTION. 

s. F. 216. 

AN ACT prohibiting the detention or confinement of any female in any house. room. 
butlding. or premises by force. false pretence. or intimidation. for purposes ot prostitu­
tion or with intent to cause such female to become a prostitute and providing a punish­
ment for the violation thereot. r Additional to chapter nine (9) ot title twenty-four 
(XXIV) of the code. relating to offenses against chastity. morality and decency.] 
• 

Be it enacted by the General A.ssembly of the State of Iowa: 

SEOTION 1. Detention or coninement of females for prostitution purposes 
penalty. Whoever shall unlawfully detain or confine any female, by fOTce, 
false pretence, or intimidation, in any room, house, building, or pre~ises in 
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